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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS OF OPERATION  
MONDAY-FRIDAY, 9:00—3:00 P.M. 
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 A Message From The Pastor:  A Second Chance 

 

Over the years, you’ve no doubt read or seen several accounts of people who were given a 

“second chance” to either change or reaffirm the legacy they would leave behind.  Think of 

Jimmy Stewart, for example, in “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  Or Ebenezer Scrooge in “A Christmas 

Carol.”  Even the television series “Touched by an Angel” explored that theme on more than one 

occasion.  I suppose that’s because so many people long for a fresh start, a chance to start over.  

An old poem captured that longing with these words: “How I wish there were some wonderful 

place / Called the land of beginning again / Where our mistakes, like a coat, could be laid at the 

door / And never put on again.”   

 

Decades ago, a man was shocked to pick up the morning paper and discover his own obituary.  It 

was printed, of course, by mistake.  His brother had died, and somehow the paper had confused 

the two men.  The surviving brother was a well-known figure, and curious to see just how he had 

been remembered.  But he was sorely disappointed by the headline which read, “Dynamite King 

Dies.”  True, he was the inventor of dynamite, and had amassed a fortune manufacturing 

weapons of destruction.  But he was disturbed by the paper’s description of him as a “merchant 

of death.”  Shaken, he resolved to change that legacy, and to use his fortune to reward the kinds 

of achievements that benefited humanity.  He succeeded far beyond even his own expectations.  

As a result, his name is still associated in the public memory with peace rather than war.  The 

award he established, you see, was a peace prize that still bears the name … of Alfred Nobel.   

 

Change is possible.  The very heart of Christian faith is the “Good News” that forgiveness and 

reconciliation are attainable.  But new ways of living – “conversions,” if you will – begin with 

serious reflection.  And they continue on to a disciplined life hungry for something better than 

the empty promises of “Indulge yourself; live a little.”  As the psalmist wrote, “When I 

considered my ways, I turned my feet to Your testimonies” (Ps. 119:59).   Real change requires 

more than idle curiosity or a half-hearted effort at self-help.  It reflects, instead a genuine 

“hunger and thirst after righteousness.”  And it is made possible by a power beyond our own 

control or understanding.   

 

Sooner or later, most of us will stand at that crossroads.  The choice will be ours alone to make.  

Not everyone will opt for the long-term investment which faith demands.  But the poet reminds 

us, “Of all the words of tongue or pen / The saddest are these: It might have been.’”  Choose 

wisely.  Your future depends on the quality of your choice.   

Blessings.  Pastor Dave 

The Voice  is published monthly to share Christ’s love, to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church, and to 
report news about Antioch’s people. The Voice is a publication of Antioch Baptist Church, 1707 White Cross Road, Chapel Hill, NC 
27516-9715, (919) 929-2230, info@abccommunity.com.   Editor-in-Chief:  Dave Atwater. Managing Editor: Kellie Tatum. 

A big thanks to you and your group for stepping 

up and stepping in to prepare a meal for our fami-

lies. We are especially grateful to have you during 

our busy summer season. Groups like yours who 

embrace and participate in our mission help make 

the trying times our families are facing a little bit 

easier and we  

appreciate it very much. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Marcia Kessinger 

Volunteer Coordinator  

Ronald McDonald House of Chapel Hill 

From the youth:   

A big thank you to the congregation for your 

love and support for our trip to Camp Caswell! 

You’ve always so faithful about helping us go, 

and we appreciate it so much.  Caswell is a great 

place to focus on God together as a youth group 

for an extended time.  We made some cards to 

say thank you—they are on the church bulletin 

board if you want to take a look! Thank you to 

our amazing and dedicated chaperones! 

Dear Church Family, 
 

We have been blown away by your love and 

generosity through the countless meals  

provided as we have been adjusting to our new 

precious addition to our family. We are  

grateful for all the cards and gifts recognizing 

and celebrating my five years here at Antioch 

as Associate Pastor. It is a joy to work with our 

youth! Evie and I feel so loved and blessed. 

We love you all and feel honored to be serving 

alongside each of you for the Glory of God. 

We thank God for you!  
 

Love,  

Jim, Evie, Finn, Liam, and Evan 

Antioch Baptist Church, 
 

Please accept my thanks for your recognition of 

my serving through Music at Antioch.  
 

Barry Carroll 

Dearest Members, 
 

Thank you from our staff for the snacks you de-

livered for our patient’s families here at Hospice 

Home. What a blessing you are to so many as 

God has brought you here with a generous dona-

tion to be utilized in a way to help families cope 

better in their time of sadness. We thank you 

again.  

 

Carol Story  

Volunteer Coordinator  

Hospice Home  

Dear Friends and Follow-laborers, 
 

Thank you so much for all the expressions of 

your love and concern over the last few months 

— first for all your meals, and expressions of 

concern during Judy’s recovery from a broken 

leg, and then for your gracious expressions of 

love and support during “pastor appreciation.”  

We are indeed fortunate to be part of such a  

caring church family.  May God bless you in all 

the ways we cannot.   Dave & Judy Atwater 
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Letters From Inmates at Orange Correctional Center 
 

Dear Church, 

 

   I want to thank you for coming out and showing support to me as well as all who attended. 

Sometimes our situations can be ugly and overwhelming, but God continues to shine through you 

and all the member at Antioch. The first time last year when you all came I was very moved by 

all the love, care, and compassion extended. I look forward to being released in August and  

attending services at Antioch. Please pass along my love and gratitude to the entire church. All of 

you are in my prayers. God bless you. 

 

Sincerely,  

Adam W. Lentz 

 

 

 

 

To the folks at Antioch Baptist, 

 

   I wanted to offer my thanks to the members who came to O.C.C. to celebrate our birthdays. I 

am not sure if you can fully appreciate the difference some cake and conversation can make in 

the life of a man who has spent too many days alone. It has been said that a nation and its people 

can be judged on how it treats its prisoners. You have done society and God an honor in your  

efforts to ease our pain.  

I will pray for your church.  

 

With thanks, 

Your brother in Christ, Joey Leblanc (The guy from Sleepy Hollow) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  

 
 

     1 

 

2 3 

 

 

 

 
 

4 5 
6:00 p.m. Supper 

7:00 p.m. Youth, 

Adult Bible 

Study 

8:00 p.m. Choir 

6 7 
 

8 

9 
Graduate  

Sunday 

 

6:30 p.m. 

Business  

Meeting 

 

 

10 
Newsletter  

submissions 

due in the 

office 

 

 
 

 

11 
 

 

12 
6:00 p.m. Supper 

7:00 p.m. Youth, 

Adult Bible 

Study 

8:00 p.m. Choir 

13 14 
 

15 
 

 

16 
Father’s Day 

 
 

17 
7:00 p.m. 

Deacons’ 

Meeting 

18 19 
6:00 p.m. Supper 

7:00 p.m. Youth, 

Adult Bible 

Study 

8:00 p.m. Choir 

20 
Ronald  

McDonald 

House 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Youth at Camp Caswell    June 19th - June 24th 

30 31      

Vacation Bible School, July 10th—July 14th, 8:30AM--11:30AM 

Youth Mission Trip, July 24th-July 29th 

 

Sun 
 

Mon 
 

Tue 
 

Wed 
 

Thu 
 

Fri 
 

Sat 

  1 2 
6:00 p.m. Supper    
7:00 p.m. Youth, 

Adult Bible Study 

8:00 p.m. Choir 

3 4 5 

6 
 

 

Deacon             

Nominations 

End 

 

 

7 

 

8 9 
6:00 p.m. Supper  
7:00 p.m. Youth, 

Adult Bible Study 

8:00 p.m. Choir 

10 11 12 

13 
Homecoming 

Covered Dish 

Lunch 

 

14 
Newsletter  

submis-

sions 

due in the  

office 

15                     16 
6:00 p.m. Supper  
6:00 p.m Supper 

7:00 p.m. Youth, 

Adult Bible Study 

8:00 p.m. Choir 

17 
 

18 19 

20 

 
 

 

 

6:30 p.m. 

Business  

Meeting  

21 

 

 

 
7:00 p.m. 

Deacons’ 

Meeting 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 
6:00 p.m. Supper 

7:00 p.m. Youth, 

Adult Bible Study 

8:00 p.m. Choir 

24 
 

 

 

 

Ronald  

McDonald 

House 

25 26 

27 
 

 

 

 

Deacon 

Election 

 

 

28 29 30 
6:00 p.m. Supper 

7:00 p.m. Youth, 

Adult Bible Study 

8:00 p.m. Choir 

31 
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News and Opportunities 

Thursday, August 14th 

September newsletter submissions are due 

in the church office. Please feel free to call 

the church office, 919-929-2230, or email your 

submission to kellie@abccommunity.com.      
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OOOURURUR   MMMISSIONISSIONISSION   PPPROJECTSROJECTSROJECTS   TTTHISHISHIS   MMMONTHONTHONTH: : :    
If you would be willing to assist, please see 

Robin Farrell or call the church office at  

(919) 929-2230. 
 

Appalachian Coalfields Christmas Outreach 

BACKPACKS DUE: OCTOBER 29TH 

Adopt backpacks for Appalachians Coalfields 

Christmas Ministry. Meeting on August 6th after 

the worship service in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Ronald McDonald House Meal 

Thursday, August 24th 

Prepare a meal for the families staying at the 

home. The families are so grateful for the “home 

cooked” meals provided by Antioch. This is just 

a small way of showing love to these families 

who are experiencing medical situations with 

their children. Anyone interesting in volunteering 

for this ministry please contact the church office 

or Robin Farrell at rpf0321@hotmail.com.  

 

The Red Box Ministry 

DUE DATE: SEPTEMBER 3RD 

Christmas gift bags that will be distributed to all 

the women who are incarcerated in NC. This is a 

state wide mission project coordinated by the 

WMU of North Carolina. This is a mission to 

share the love of Christ to women through a sim-

ple gift of personal hygiene items. For so many 

of these women this will be the only gift they 

receive at Christmas. Please place donations in 

the box between the Educational Building and 

the Sanctuary by September 3rd.  

 

 

 

Nursery August 2017 
 

Wed 2nd: Kay Hammond 

 

Sun 6th: Becky Stone, Evie Keating, Becky 

Smith, Jim Keating, & Lyn Lloyd 
 

Wed 9th:  Pat Neville 

 

Sun 13th: Mary Harris, Carol Rigsbee,  

Colleen Casper, Kim Dunn, & John McGuire 
 

Wed 16th: Ruth Williams 

 

Sun 20th: Lyn Lloyd, Jamie Pope,  

Carol Dawson, & Jim Keating 
 

Wed 23rd: Becky Smith 

 

Sun 27th:  Allyson Cecil, Lucy Upchurch,  

Angie Dameron, Evie Keating, &  

Tim Dameron 
 

Wed. 30th:  Barbara Carroll 

Books for Hurricane Victims:  
 

During the Summer we have an opportunity to acquire 

used chapter books for elementary and middle school 

use in the disadvantaged school systems in the southern 

part of the state. We have a team that will pick up books 

and sort them, label them, and deliver them to the 

schools in the southern part of our state that have been 

ravaged by Hurricane Matthew and help fulfill a need 

that is on-going since that hurricane. Please contact 

Duncan MacCalman if you happen to have access to the 

books.  

Homecoming 

 
Our speaker this year is Pastor Wesley Thomas of 

Hunt Springs Baptist Church in Sanford, NC.  Come 

join us for a time of remembering and reconnecting as 

we celebrate 211 years of ministry here in the White 

Cross community. 

Building and Grounds Report 7-13-2017 

 
   Last week, we completed new contracts for both 

Ricky Edwards Cleaning Services, and with Earl 

Brewer Mowing Services for both the church grounds 

and the cemetery mowing. The contracts have been 

signed by Robbie Smith, Chairman of Trustees; Hilda 

Durham, Treasurer;  Gordon Neville, Chairman of 

Building and Grounds; and both parties involved in 

the contracts. Copies of these contracts are on file in 

the church office.  

 

   Additionally, Robert Parks has completed the sign-

ing of his two painting contracts for work on the 

church steeple and the entire painting of all church 

buildings. We expect these two painting projects to be 

completed by September /October. 

 

   We called Dalton Air Conditioning Services to re-

pair a compressor on the upstairs air unit at the Men’s 

Median adult class.  Please assist Building and 

Grounds in moving your recycled cardboard and food 

cans to outside trash bins. You can be a big help!! 

 

 -A. Gordon Neville  

 

Operation Christmas Child:  

 

August is the month to buy school supplies for your 

shoeboxes. So many children around the world can’t go 

to school if they don’t have the proper supplies, and 

their parents have to choose between feeding them or 

sending them to school. Pencils, pens, erasers, filler 

paper, spiral notebooks, markers, notepads, crayons, 

construction paper, calculators, protractors, compasses, 

flexible rulers, glue sticks (no liquid glue), pencil cases, 

chalk, small tote bags or backpacks, are some great 

items to include. The back to school sales have already 

begun!  

 

“My favorite items in my shoebox were school supplies. 

They were really important to me because it meant I 

could go to school.” —Luis, Panama 

Men’s Bible Study: 

Hello men, I am excited to announce that I have just received the new curriculum and workbooks for this fall’s ses-

sion of the Men's Fraternity, Winning at Work & Home. This program is only 16 weeks, eight weeks before Christ-

mas and eight weeks after. We plan to start on September 14. This program will be taking the principles that we 

learned from last year and applying them to the workplace and at home. It will start by taking the careful look at 

man, and then moving to man and his relationship with his wife. Then we will look at man and his relationship rais-

ing sons and daughters. Last but not least we will then move on to the workplace and learning how to take God to 

work. I cannot begin to tell you how proud I was of each and every man that took that long 24 weeks study last year- 

this one will be a breeze! For all the men that committed to this program last year your wives need to be very proud 

of you, you are truly a real man in the sight of God!  -Larry Colie 


